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COX AND  SOME FRIENDS

UNAVOIDABLY, in the recital of these various matters,
we  have  lost touch with the  little household in
Foxley Road, which continued to be Cox's head-
quarters until 1841. We may conceive Foxley Road
as the base  of operations from which the artist
travelled far and wide throughout his native land
and Wales. Though he was not yet freed from teaching, his
sketching tours became more numerous; and everywhere he
went, he, all unknowingly, carried with him that quiet gospel
of a kindly fellowship that steadily increased his tale of friends.
It is, for example, in 1835* that we first learn of Cox's growing
acquaintance  with a young man named Robert Hindmarsh
Grundy, met, maybe, on one of his tours in Lancashire, who
accompanied him on some sketching trips and was subse-
quently one of his supporters in another capacity. For Grundy,
who was among the founders of the Printsellers' Association,
carried on a business first at Manchester and later at Liverpool,
which enabled him to handle a certain amount of Cox's work,
as he likewise handled some of Prout's.

How cordial were the associations between the two men is
well shown by a letter written by Cox to Grundy in a later year
(1850), in which the artist says that on thinking over the price
he had placed on six sketches, he found he had charged 'more
than in my conscience I ought. I have therefore sent you
three more to make the deal more agreeable to my feelings*.
As Adrian Bury has remarked: 'It is pleasant to know that one
who could write so altruistic a letter emerged from all his

* This corrects an error in my earlier book on 'David Cox' (1924), p. 50, where I cited the
date of Cox's first known letter to R. H. Grundy as 'Sept. 12th, (18)30', instead of 'Sept. 12th,
[18]33.' Similarly, the second letter (p. 31) should have been given as 'August 17th, 1833',
instead of 'August 17th, 1838', as then stated. Cox's more cursive numerals are not always
easy to decipher.

Further evidence of the friendly relations between Cox and the Grundys is given in a
hitherto unpublished letter from David Cox, junior, dated from 'Brixton Hill /2 New Park
Road/ Sept. 24. [18]70':
* G entlemen

'I am glad to have been able to set at rest any doubts respecting tiie drawing of the "Rabbit
Warren", and should not make any charge, considering the high esteem which my father
always held for the late Mr, Grundy.

'Yours faithfully

'David Cox'
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